Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 08350 01 OE 02 140146Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 DHA-02 TRSE-00 /060 W 

140158Z 119439/70 

R 131834ZMAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8279 
INEO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO 

CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 BONN 08350 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, GW, PR, IT 

SUBJECT: CDU KOHL'S CURRENT OUTLOOK 

SUMMARY: ERG OPPOSITION LEADER, HELMUT KOHL, HAS CON- 
FIRMED TO US HIS PLANS TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES LATER 
THIS YEAR AS WELL AS HIS GROWING CONPIDENCE THAT THE PRESENT 
GOVERNING COALITION HERE WILL NOT LAST, AND HAS EXPRESSED 
HIS CONCERN ABOUT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN PRANCE AND 
ITALY. END SUMMARY 

1 . HELMUT KOHL SAID THE POLLOWING TODAY DURING A CON- 
VERSATION WITH US EMBASSY OPPICERS: 

-HE IS PLANNING POR A VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES 
LATER THIS YEAR, THOUGH HE WOULD NOT WISH TO COME BEPORE 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S VISIT IN JULY. 

-HE IS INCREASINGLY CONPIDENT THAT THE SPD 
COALITION WILL NOT LAST. IN ALL RECENT 
GERMAN POLITICAL HISTORY, NO COALITION HAS BEEN ABLE TO 
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PREVAIL AGAINST A PLURALITY PARTY WHICH HAD GAINED IN 
PREVIOUS ELECTIONS. 

-HE BELIEVES SCHMIDT'S ATTITUDE OP CONTEMPT AND 
SCORN POR OTHERS DURING EARLIER YEARS IS NOW COMING 
BACK TO HAUNT SCHMIDT. SCHMIDT HAS NO SUPPORT AND NO 
SYMPATHY ANYWHERE IN THE PARTY DURING HIS TIMES OP 
TROUBLE. 
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-THE FDP IS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE GERMAN 
BODY POLITIC AND IT IS POINTLESS TO TRY, BY CONSTITU- 
TIONAL REVISION OR OTHERWISE, TO DISPOSE OE IT. HOWEVER, 
BY NEXT YEAR-PARTICULARLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE HESSE 
ELECTION-HE PLANS TO MOVE AGAINST THE EDP MUCH MORE 
VIGOROUSLY IE IT HAS NOT BY THEN INDICATED ITS READINESS 
TO MOVE INTO COALITION WITH THE CDU. 

-IN GENERAL, THERE SEEMS TO BE A CONSERVATIVE 
TREND IN MANY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (E.G., GREAT BRITAIN 
AND THE NETHERLANDS). THIS HELPS THE CDU HERE. 

-ON THE OTHER HAND, DEVELOPMENTS IN ERANCE AND 
ITALY ARE VERY WORRISOME. THE SITUATION IN ERANCE COULD 
BE VERY GRAVE IE A LEET-WING MAJORITY EMERGED IN NEXT 
YEAR'S ELECTION. 

-DEVELOPMENTS IN ITALY ARE ALSO WORRISOME, 
ALTHOUGH PERHAPS LESS THAN IN FRANCE BECAUSE THE 
ITALIANS APPEAR TO HAVE A GREAT CAPACITY FOR MUDDLING 
THROUGH. NONETHELESS, KOHL PLANS TO GO TO ROME THIS 
WEEKEND IN ORDER TO TRY TO DISCOURAGE THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS EROM GREATER COLLABORATION WITH THE PCI. 
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2. IN A PERSONAL ASIDE, KOHL SPOKE WARMLY OE EORMER 
CHANCELLOR LUDWIG ERHARD WHO PASSED AWAY LAST WEEK. 

HE SAID ERHARD HAD RECENTLY CONGRATULATED HIM ON HAVING 
AGAIN CREATED UNITY WITHIN THE CDU. KOHL OBVIOUSLY FELT 
THAT THIS WAS A PROEOUND TRIBUTE EROM A MAN WHO HAD EOR 
MANY YEARS BEEN AT ODDS WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY. 

3. COMMENT: KOHL'S OBSERVATIONS, AS ALWAYS, REVEAL 

AS MUCH ABOUT HIM AS THEY DO ABOUT THE POLITICAL SITUA- 
TION HE DESCRIBES. NONETHELESS, HIS CONCERNS ABOUT 
ERANCE AND ITALY APPEAR GENUINE, THOUGH MANY POLITICAL 
OBSERVERS HERE BELIEVE THAT A MOVE TO THE LEET IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES WOULD CREATE A BACKLASH IN GERMANY WHICH WOULD 
HELP KOHL AND THE OPPOSITION. 

4. IN A FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION, ERG FOREIGN OEEICE 
MINISTERIALDIREKTOR BLECH TOLD US THE GERMANS HAD lUST 
HEARD THAT MITTERAND WAS VERY ILL. BLECH COULD NOT TELL 
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WHETHER THIS INEORMATION WAS GENUINE OR WAS PLANTED BY 
MITTERAND'S POLITICAL OPPONENTS, BUT HE SAID THAT IT 
WOULD SEEM QUESTIONABLE WHETHER THOSE OPPONENTS WOULD 
PLANT SUCH INEORMATION THIS EARLY BEEORE THE ELECTION. 
STOESSEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COALITION GOVERNMENT, PERSONAL OPINION, POLITICAL STABILITY, OPPOSITION PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN08350 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 70-0143 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770563/aaaaccbw.tel 

Line Count: 148 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 53833895-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2542574 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CDU KOHLVS CURRENT OUTLOOK SUMMARY: FRG OPPOSITION LEADER, HELMUT KOHL, HAS CON- FIRMED TO US HIS PLANS 

TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES 

TAGS: PFOR, GE, FR, IT, (KOHL, HELMUT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/53833895-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



